














NEW ESSENTIAL SALESIAN RESOURCES

2007-2008 is proving to be an annus mirabilis for Salesian studies. These newly released titles are essential resources
for anyone interested in Salesian spirituality.

Human Encounter in the Salesian Tradition: Collected Essays Commemorating the

4th Centenary of the Initial Encounter of St. Francis de Sales and St. Jane de Chantal.
Rome: International Commission for Salesian Studies, 2007. Paper over board. 436 pp.
19 illustrations. ISBN 978-0-9800371-0-4.

Human relationships and encounter are primary in Salesian spirituality. In this book, twenty
Salesian scholars from Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, and the United States
explore manifold and various facets of the theme of human encounter in the Salesian
tradition. At the core of the book is a group of essays that consider the paradigmatic initial
encounter and subsequent friendship of Francis and Jane that give birth to the Salesian
spiritual tradition. They are complemented by essays examining related topics and other
varieties of encounter: the Biblical and Christian humanist foundations of human
encounter; Francis’s encounters with his directees and correspondents, as well as his
contemporaries like Teresa of Avila and the Carthusians; the encounter of Francis and Jane
with the visual media of their day; and the implications of Francis’s approach to human
encounter for contemporary pastoral care and ecumenism.

Viviane Mellinghoff-Bourgerie and Frieder Mellinghoff. Frangois de Sales. Bibliographie
des écrivains francais, no. 30. Paris/Rome: Editions Memini, 2007. Paper. 747 pp.
ISBN 978-88-86609-49-4.
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TERIAINE FRANCATS This monumental bibliography is a major contribution to Salesian studies: 747 pages, with
more than 3120 annotated bibliographic entries grouped into fifteen topical divisions, e.g.,
biographical studies, history of ideas and religious thought, devotion and the secular life
(Introduction to the Devout Life), literary expression of a theological vision (Treatise on the
e Love of God), correspondence and spiritual direction, episcopal and pastoral ministry, etc. It
IFBAMCOTS THR SATRS is impossible to exaggerate the importance of this resource; it is indispensable and of

obligatory consultation for any scholar working in the field of Salesian studies. This work
is a masterpiece that accords St. Francis de Sales his rightful place as a major figure in French
literature.

Dirk Koster, OSFS. Louis Brisson. Noorden: Bert Post, 2008. Paper. 256 pp.
ISBN 978-90-70376-61-1 (English).

Published as part of the commemoration of the centenary of the death of Louis Brisson,
founder of the Oblate Sisters and the De Sales Oblates, this biography clearly situates
Fr. Brisson and the Good Mother in the broad context of the 19th-century spiritual renewal
in France, as well as of the so-called “Salesian Pentecost” that burst forth, blossomed, and
flowered during this period. Close attention is given to the dynamics of Fr. Brisson’s life,
particularly his give-and-take relationship with the Good Mother, who was the “Inspiration”
of the De Sales Oblates, and to the Lord’s apparition to him as the defining moment of his
life. Louis Brisson is profusely illustrated with sepia-tone photographs, which are not merely
decorative but open a window onto the rich material culture of Fr. Brisson and his
contemporaries. This book is available in several languages, including English, Dutch,
French, German, Portuguese, and Spanish.

Human Encounter in the Salesian Tradition and Louis Brisson are distributed by De Sales Resources & Ministries
(www.desalesresource.org) and Franz Sales Verlag (www.franz-sales-verlag.de). Francois de Sales is distributed by Honoré
Champion Editeur (www.honorechampion.com: select “Search the Catalogue,” then go to “Publisher” and select keyword
“Memini”).



